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The basic bathroom renovation 
A living fence of evergreens 
Build the perfect bookcase 
What is that siding hiding? 

The right Screw for the job 
How marble comes from the mountain 
Wallpaper history 
Saving old windows 
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Reciprocating saw 
9 Choosing a toilet 
Getting it straight 
Kl Chimney fix-up 

A clean, well-lightec! plac 
D How to buy a wreck 
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Average Life Spans 

Help increase the one on the left by replacing the one on the right. 
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3D Home Architect 


Design dreams made easy. 
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Reciprocating Saw 
























...BUT WE STILL FELT THE NEED FOR A LITTLE SOMETHING ON THE SIDE. 

















Style is everything. 



The elements are nothing. 


The Lifetime Finish 
from BALDWIN 


Call 1-800-566-1986 
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aluminum, asbestos .navinyl 
.. reveal the beauty 


























ISSUE 










Installing a traditional wood screw properly 
can mean drilling up to four holes of different 
sizes: a shank hole in the top piece, no 
narrower than the screw shank; a tapered pilot 
hole in the bottom piece, 60 to 70 percent of 
the root diameter in softwood and 80 to 90 



where pieces can’t be held firmly together), a 
single, straight hole fits both shank and root. 

A tip: Any screw drives more easily if first 
scraped on a cake of wax. Don’t use soap; it 
can absorb water from the wood, causing rust. 



Think of screws 


miniature clamps instead of 
nails with ridges and you’ll avoid 
many mistakes. A nail works by 
wedging itself between wood fibers. Once 
the nail is hammered in, the fibers spring 
back toward their original position, applying 
pressure that keeps the nail in place. A 
screw works differently. None of its holding 
power comes from threads that may be 
embedded in the piece being fastened. The 
important action takes place in the material 
it’s being fastened to. Threads dig in there 
and pull the screw head until the two pieces 
are tight. The underside of the head is one 
end of the clamp; the threads sunk in the 

























back piece are the 
other. Any threads that 
engage in the top piece can 
actually interfere with the clamping 
action, which is why correctly sized pilot 
holes are so important. Because threads in 
the back piece are so crucial, screws 
should be long enough so that two-thirds 
of their length will be there. For more 
holding power, try longer screws before 
thicker ones, because holding power 
increases more with length than with 
diameter. Nails hold best when driven at a 
slant in opposing directions. But no one 
would set up clamps at a slant. Screws 
should be driven in straight. 
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Screws come in a seemingly infinite variety of styles 
engineered to accomplish specific tasks. Which 
features are best for a particular application? Here’s 
a guide to decoding new and traditional screws. 
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WallpaperHistory 























"Before 1785 
























A visit to a factory* 


ChoosingWallpaper 
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Pella makes 
every bay special. 
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Family Sedan of the Ye> 
Buick LeSabre 





